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Wayne Maynard, grandson of Collier County’s first sheriff, William Riley Maynard, pins a special centennial badge on Sheriff Kevin Rambosk on the steps of City

CENTENN!
(LAl

R
>4

Hall in Everglades City, the original county seat, at a Jan. 9, 2023 ceremony kicking off the Collier County Sheriff’s Office’'s 100th anniversary celebration. Sheriff
Rambosk presented Maynard and his son Ryan Maynard with commemorative plaques. The Maynards traveled from their home state of Texas to participate in the
inaugural festivities. PHOTO BY CCSO PHOTOGRAPHER/VIDEOGRAPHER MARINA TREJO

100 Years of Safety and Service

One-hundred years looks good on us!

The year 2023 marks the centennial anniversary
of the creation of the Collier County Sheriff’s Office.
Over the past 100 years we've grown from an ap-
pointed sheriff whose wife was his chief deputy to a
modern operation with nearly 600 certified deputies
charged with serving and protecting a county of nearly
400,000 residents.

We’ll be celebrating our centennial throughout 2023
with programs and events - including the official an-
niversary on Friday, July 7, and the opening of a CCSO
time capsule - commemorating this historic milestone.
We hope you will celebrate with us.

We're sporting a new logo and badges to mark our
centennial year.

“The Collier County Sheriff's Office has proudly
served our community for 100 years,” Sheriff Kevin
Rambosk said. “We look forward to reflecting on the
past and preparing for the future. Here’s to the next
100 years.”

Sheriff Rambosk is only the seventh Sheriff to lead
the agency over the course of the past century.

“The one thing that has not changed since 1923 is

Dear Friends,

This is a momen-
tous year for the Collier
County Sheriff’s Office
as we celebrate 100
years of Kkeeping our
community safe. Our
centennial offers an op-
portunity to reflect on
our history, but also to
recognize our achieve-
¢ ments and look ahead to
our future.

U.S. News & World Report named Naples the
safest place in the nation to live in its 2022-2023
ranking, and an accomplishment like that doesn’t
happen by accident. Here at CCSO we continual-
ly innovate, make use of technology, and partner
with our community to keep crime low.

Kevin Rambosk
Collier County Sherif

One example of our commitment to innovation
is our school safety Threat Management Program,
which uses a unique multi-bureau response to
concerning student behaviors and statements in

the Sheriff of Collier County still serves every resident
and visitor of the county, providing a safe place to live,
work, go to school, and visit,” Sheriff Rambosk said.

As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of CCSO, we
look back at the beginnings of the agency, the impact
it has on the community and what’s in store for the
future.

We've come a long way since July 7, 1923, when the
Collier County Sheriff’s Office was created by a leg-
islative act where Collier County was carved out of a
southwest portion of Lee County and the appointment
of William Riley “W.R.” Maynard as its first Sheriff.

When Sheriff Maynard took over the lone Lee
County deputy who remained stationed and living on
Chokoloskee Island became his first deputy.

Back then Collier County was dubbed “Florida’s last
frontier,” and Sheriff Maynard proved this to be true.
In December 1926, while Sheriff Maynard was away on
business, his chief deputy, his wife Blanche Maynard,
accompanied by their 2-year-old son, organized a
posse and pursued three escaped fugitives into the
Everglades. She captured them and returned them to
the county jail in Everglade.

Today, under Sheriff Rambosk’s leadership, the

schools and works in concert with Collier County
Public Schools and the David Lawrence Centers.
The groundbreaking program connects at-risk
students with resources before their behaviors
develop into arrestable offenses. It earned a na-
tional award of excellence from the School Safety
Advocacy Council in 2022.

State-of-the-art law enforcement technology
is in place in our Real-time Operations Center
(ROC). Our professional ROC analysts use tech-
nology to help deputies respond quickly and effi-
ciently to traffic crashes, reports of missing peo-
ple, brush fires and most recently, Hurricane Ian.

I am also proud of the fact that CCSO holds sev-
en professional law enforcement accreditation
certifications. These certifications demonstrate
that we are committed to delivering the highest
level of law enforcement possible to you.

As our population continues to grow and we
are faced with new challenges my commitment
to you is to maintain Collier County’s status as
the safest metropolitan county in Florida. This
means I will keep identifying and implementing

Collier County Sheriff’s Office has more than 1,300
members and is among the most progressive, pro-
fessional and respected law enforcement agencies in
Florida.

During his four terms in office, Sheriff Rambosk
has implemented an array of progressive policies and
crime-fighting initiatives aimed at keeping Collier
County safe. They include the creation of a Behavioral
Health Bureau with a focus on mental health and sub-
stance abuse, a state-of-the-art Communications
Center, and an enhanced school safety plan.

Collier County’s crime rate is the lowest on re-
cord since 1971 and Collier County continues to have
the lowest crime rate of any metropolitan county in
Florida. Our comprehensive school safety initiatives
have been recognized as the best in the nation.

To ensure CCSO is doing all it can to keep residents
safe, Sheriff Rambosk also implemented the Real-
Time Operations Center, which allows for monitoring
and analysis of important investigative information
during active crimes and critical incidents.

“Our mission over the past 100 years has been to
protect this community and keep our residents and
visitors safe, and we are laying the foundation for the
next 100 years,” Sheriff Rambosk said.

emerging public safety technology, hiring and
retaining the most highly trained deputies possi-
ble, and nurturing and developing our communi-
ty partnerships.

Speaking of partnerships, you are an import-
ant element of our community safety plan. When
you report suspicious activity to law enforce-
ment or secure your home, or drive defensively
you are helping us keep paradise safe. Thank you
for partnering with us.

Lastly, I'd like to offer a special thank-you to
CCSO Captain Thomas Smith, retired, the agen-
cy’s official historian for his invaluable assistance
with this special centennial edition. I would also
like to thank Captain David Johnson, retired;
the Collier County Museum; and Museum of the
Everglades for their help.

Yours in a Safe Community,

Kevin Rambosk
Collier County Sheriff
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Sheriff William Riley “W.R.” Maynard
(1923-1928)

The Collier County Sheriff’s Office was created on
July 7, 1923. Then-Gov. Cary A. Hardee appointed
William Riley “W.R.” Maynard as Collier County’s first
sheriff with a formal proclamation on July 13, 1923.

Sheriff Maynard, who was hand-picked by the
county’s namesake Barron Gift Collier, was appointed
during Collier County’s first meeting of its new county
commissioners at the Rod & Gun Club in the town of
Everglade in what was then the county seat.

Sheriff Maynard maintained law and order across
the wild and rugged Collier County landscape with
the help of one sworn deputy and his wife Blanche
Maynard whom he made his Chief Deputy.

In addition to Sheriff Maynard serving as the coun-
ty’s primary law enforcement officer, the former WWI
fighter pilot was tasked to fly over the vast and bare-
ly accessible 2,025 square-mile county, meticulous-
ly taking thousands of aerial photographs that were
used to create Collier County’s first accurate maps.

Sheriff Eldridge Albert “Doug” Hendry
(1956 - 1975)

Eldridge Albert “Doug” Hendry became the
fourth Sheriff of Collier County, and served un-
til his retirement in 1975.

Hendry had been an officer with the Fort
Myers Police Department and later went to
work for Sheriff Thorp in Everglade in the ear-
ly 1950s. When Thorp died and Roy Atkins was
appointed to serve out his term, Hendry left
CCSO for the Naples Police Department until he
was elected sheriff in 1956. He brought Aubrey
Rogers, a longtime friend from FMPD, as his
chief deputy. At the time, the agency was made
up of the sheriff, five deputies and a handful of
civilians.

Sheriff Hendry had a reputation as being al-
most larger than life and was the subject of arti-
cles in national publications, including the New
York Times.

One of his enduring legacies can be found in
the creation of his Youth Aid Bureau in January
1961, which would later develop into the Collier
County Junior Deputy League, to provide pro-
grams to teach youth about drug and alcohol
resistance, crime prevention, first aid, fire-
arms, safety, land stewardship, self-esteem,
and respect for parents, teachers, and law
enforcement.
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Sheriff Kevin Rambosk
(2009 - present)

Sheriff Kevin Rambosk be-
came Collier County’s sev-
enth sheriff after Don Hunter
retired. Sheriff Rambosk took
office on Jan. 6, 2009, and
has been re-elected every
term since then.

Sheriff Rambosk began his
public safety career in Collier
County as a Naples Police
Department officer in 1978
where he rose to the rank of
Chief. He also served four
years as Naples City Manager,
a job he said enhanced his
administrative abilities. He
retired in 2003 following a
25-year career in Naples and

joined the Collier County
Sheriff’s Office in 2003 as
Captain of the Organized
Crime Division. He soon was
promoted and served as the
agency’s second in command
before he was elected Sheriff
in 2008.

Under the leadership of
Sheriff Rambosk  Collier
County has earned the sta-
tus of being the safest met-
ropolitan county in Florida.
Also under Sheriff Rambosk,
CCSOhasanenhanced school
safety plan, an enhanced 911
communications system, a
real-time crime center, and is
one of only a few law enforce-
ment agencies in the country
with a designated behavioral
health bureau.

Sheriff Lewis J. Thorp (1928 - 1953)

Lewis J. Thorp became Collier County’'s sec-
ond Sheriff after Sheriff Maynard resigned
April 2, 1928. Sheriff Thorp brought a tough
crime-fighting approach to the office. He was an
expert with the bull whip, which he could swing
around his head and crack like a rifle. He used it
to break up fights and control unruliness.

Sheriff Thorp was re-elected every term un-
til his death in 1953. During those years he was
credited with doing an outstanding job under
trying conditions. Communication at the time
consisted of undependable telephone (in 1945
there were only 17 telephones in Collier County)
and no radio communications. Except for the
newly built Tamiami Trail and a short stretch
from Everglade to Immokalee, road travel was
atrocious.

In spite of these difficulties Sheriff Thorp
modernized and expanded his small force
which became the nucleus of a modern Sheriff’s
Office.

Sheriff Aubrey Rogers (1975 -1989)

Aubrey Rogers served as the fifth sheriff
of Collier County.

When he began his career as a deputy
at CCSO in 1957, Rogers earned 74 cents
an hour. He eventually became Sheriff
Hendry’s chief deputy. When Sheriff
Hendry retired, Rogers was then appoint-
ed to complete the term of office and was
later elected Sheriff, remaining until his
retirement in 1989.

During his tenure, Sheriff Rogers suc-
cessfully carried CCSO in an era of tremen-
dous growth. For Sheriff Rogers, the only
way to cope with a growing Collier County
was to have an agency that was growing
right along with it. He was instrumental in
pushing hefty budgets through to ensure
his deputies were well equipped and the
county well protected. His many accom-
plishments during his 31-year tenure at
CCSO included bringing the 911 system to
Collier County and bringing deputies into
the Collier County schools with the cre-
ation of Youth Relations Deputies in 1977.
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Sheriff Roy Oliver Atkins (1953 — 1956)

The third sheriff of Collier County was Roy
Oliver Atkins, who had been Sheriff Thorp’s
chief deputy. After Thorp’s passing, Sheriff
Atkins served the remaining two years of the
term until he was unseated during the next
election.

Moonshining was rampant during Sheriff
Atkins’ brief tenure. Once a moonshiner tried
to kill him by running his car off the road into
the canal between Everglade and Immokalee
in the middle of the night. He was able to crawl
out, however, and walk into Immokalee.

When Sheriff Rogers retired he was suc-
ceeded by his Chief Deputy Don Hunter,
who was elected Collier County’s sixth
sheriff in 1988. Sheriff Hunter retired in
2009

Sheriff Hunter started with CCSO as a
deputy in 1979 and two years later was
promoted to chief of administration and
special operations. He commanded the
agency’s narcotics unit, and developed
and commanded the SWAT team.

Under Sheriff Hunter, the agency grew
from 651 members to 1,387 members.
Sheriff Hunter left a legacy of accomplish-
ments, from his taking on the issue of ille-
gal aliens who commit crimes in the com-
munity to combating street gangs to using
cutting edge technology such as laptops in
patrol vehicles and Rapid ID fingerprint
scanning devices to enhance officer safety.
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CCSO Pioneer Cavalry In The Spotlight

This newly unveiled 1929 Harley Davidson JD motorcycle is the centerpiece of an exhibit about the South West Mounted Police at Museum of the Everglades

from Feb. 14 to May 13. The motorcycle was a gift to the museum from its support organization, Friends of Museum of the Everglades. Courtesy of Museum of the

Everglades

The South West Mounted
Police holds a unique and
colorful place in Collier
County history.

Collier County will pay
tribute to these CCSO pi-
oneers who patrolled the
newly built Tamiami Trail
on motorcycles, back when
Collier was known as
Florida’'s last frontier, with
a special exhibit as part of
the county’s centennial cel-
ebration, also taking place
in 2023.

The exhibit, called
“Collier’s Cavalry: The Story
of the Southwest Mounted
Patrol” will be on display at
Museum of the Everglades
in Everglades City, the
birthplace of Collier County,
from Feb. 14 to May 13.

Museum of the Everglades
Manager Thomas Lockyear
said the centerpiece of the
exhibit is a vintage 1929
Harley-Davidson JD mo-
torcycle, like the one the
South West Mounted Police
officers rode, with a manne-
quin outfitted in a recreated
SWMP uniform, includ-
ing the signature scarlet
Canadian Mountie-style
tunic, astride the bike. The
motorcycle was a gift from
the museum’s support orga-
nization, Friends of Museum
of the Everglades. The ex-
hibit will also feature infor-
mation about the six SWMP
stations along the Tamiami
Trail, officer rosters, and an
exploration of the evolution
of the Sheriff’s Office from
its roots in the SWMP.

After its run ends in May,
the exhibit will move from
its place in the Pauline
Reeves Gallery to the mu-
seum’'s permanent gallery
where it will incorporate
other elements of the re-
gion’s law enforcement his-
tory, notably the Prohibition
era under Sheriff Lewis
Thorp, said Lockyear.

It was the early law en-
forcers who helped shape
Collier County into the great
and safe place it is today.

In April 1928, the Tamiami
Trail connecting Tampa to
Miami was completed and
the town of Everglade host-
ed a grand opening cele-
bration with dignitaries
attending from all over the

It’s no accident the SWMP
uniforms mimicked the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police.
County namesake Barron
Gift Collier and D. Graham
Copeland, who managed
Collier’s vast landholdings and
doubled as a sworn deputy,
were both fascinated by the
RCMP and designed the local
mounted patrol’s uniforms.

nation. In July, then-Sher-
iff Thorp announced the
creation of the South West
Mounted Police.

The SWMP patrolled the
Tamiami Trail from six aid
stations built every 10 miles
from Naples to Miami: Belle
Meade Station, Royal Palm

Hammock, Fakahatchee
Station, Turner River
Station, Monroe Station,

and Paolita Station.

An officer and his wife
was assigned to each sta-
tion. Each officer mounted
his Harley-Davidson and
patrolled 5 miles on each
side of their assigned sta-
tion to enforce speed laws,
assist stranded motorists,
search for poachers, and
intercept rum runners who
were smuggling alcohol
during the Prohibition era,
while the wives remained at
the stations helping to meet
the needs of travelers.

The first six SWMP dep-
uties were appointed by
the Collier County Board
of Commissioners in
November of 1928 and as-
signed these stations:

-John Andrew “Buster”
Pike (Royal Palm Hammock)

-Edward T. Bayman
(Paolita)

-S. Malcolm “Red” Weaver
(Fakahatchee)

-Charles B. Waltz (Turner
River)

-James Laury (Belle
Meade)
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SWMP Officer Luther T. Hardison is shown in front of Paoclita Station along the Tamiami Trail.
Hardison was assigned to Turner River Station on Dec. 1, 1929. In April 1930 he moved to Paolita
Station (closest to Miami) where he remained until Dec. 19, 1934 when he joined the Miami Police
Department. He later went to the Coral Gables Police Department as a constable, where he was
killed in the line of duty on Feb. 17.1951. Photo courtesy of Florida State Archives

-William Irwin (Monroe)

Each officer was paid
$100 a week ($66 from the
county’s Fine and Forfeiture
Fund, and $33.33 paid by
Barron  Collier through
an account at Manhattan
Mercantile Bank).

Sheriff Thorp’s orders for
this mounted unit were pub-
lished in a story in the Fort
Myers News-Press after the
deputies were appointed.
The article said the news-
paper was publishing the
orders to show readers the
“high character” expected of
these deputies. Among the
orders outlined, were “to act
at all times and under all cir-
cumstances in such manner
as to make the South West
Mounted Police a model for
patrol officers thoughout
the United States.”

Two of the SWMP officers
gave their lives in the line
of duty.

Deputy Irwin died Jan.
20, 1929, after his motorcy-
cle was struck head-on by a
motorcar in heavy fog, while
he patrolled from Monroe
Station. He had been a dep-
uty only 60 days before he-
ing killed.

Deputy W. B. Richardson
was only 14 days into his

Monroe Station, one of the six stations along the newly built

Tamiami Trail used during construction. Once the new highway
opened each station was manned by a motorcycle riding mem-
ber of the newly created South West Mounted Police. While
patrolling 5 miles on each side of their station the officers’ wives
pumped fuel and served travelers. Small shacks would house

overnight travelers.

deputy career when he was
killed Dec. 14, 1928, after his
motorcycle struck a bridge
near his Paolita Station pa-
trol area.

and

In 1991, Irwin’s

Richardson’s names
were added to the Collier
County Sheriff’s Office
Law Enforcement Memorial
and to the National Law
Enforcement Memorial in
Washington, D.C.
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